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Introduction 
Technology is the engine driving the global economy, 
and no technology has shaped the world more signifi -
cantly than information technology. A generation ago, 
Americans visited the bank to cash a check, communi-
cated with family members via a phone wired into their 
houses, and relied on the post offi ce to deliver an invi-
tation or a bill to its destination. People had the choice 
of watching one of three or four networks on their tele-
visions, and viewing a movie defi nitely involved a trip 
to the theater. 

But today, our lives are shaped by technologies that 
change almost faster than we can acquire the hard-
ware to use them. The Internet has exploded in the past 
decade, offering images from the other side of the globe, 
making communication instantaneous, and opening 
up hitherto undreamed of capabilities for information 
sharing. One can literally access the world from one’s 
home computer, BlackBerry, iPod, or cell phone.

Yet there is a dark side to this enhanced capability. The 
same technology that enables us to view events happen-
ing on the other side of the word also allows us to access 
a dizzying array of information and images in the pri-
vacy of our own homes. A businessperson who would 
never consider sampling the sex trade on a business trip 
might take advantage of the anonymity of a cybercafé to 
access images with sexual content. Someone who might 
not dare enter an adult bookstore or video rental shop to 
obtain pornographic materials may be less scrupulous 
when such images are available at the click of a mouse. 
For some, mostly men, pornography becomes an addic-

tion. According to the editors of What Everyone Needs to 
Know About Sexual Addiction, compulsive sexual behav-
iors and/or obsessive thoughts about sex that demand 
attention and eventually shape and control their lives 
are common factors for sex addicts.1

The Internet Helps Traffi  ckers
Until the growth of the Internet, the traffi cking of child 
pornography in the United States had almost com-
pletely been eradicated. Producing images was diffi cult 
and expensive, as was reproducing them. Once pro-
duced, purchasing and trading the images was quite 
risky. Anonymous distribution was not possible, and it 
was hard for pedophiles to fi nd one another and inter-
act without detection.2 But the explosion of technol-
ogy has changed all that. The sad truth is that the same 
technology that makes our lives easier in so many ways 
has also given traffi ckers and perpetrators new tools to 
further the trade in innocent human lives. The grow-
ing use of digital cameras, minicams, and cell phones 
allows perpetrators to capture images easily and share 
them, victimizing women and children who may not 
even be aware the images have been recorded.
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There’s no doubt that community is being enhanced by 
the social networking made possible by access to chat 
rooms and instant messaging on the Internet. But some 
unsavory forms of community are also forming online, 
and they are fl ourishing. Predators go online not only 
to share pornographic images in chat rooms but also 
to swap stories and fantasies and to plan sex tours. Sex 
tourists use chat rooms, message boards, news groups, 
specialized Web sites, and peer-to-peer fi le-sharing 
servers to communicate about possible destinations. 

The burgeoning technologies are sparking some new 
ways to victimize children. A particularly unsettling 
activity is the establishment of cybersex dens. Here 
children may be abused by a pedophile thousands of 
miles away in a foreign country and the images beamed 
to the Internet on a webcam. By entering a credit card 
number, pedophiles in the United States or elsewhere 
can pay to view these live webcasts.

Links between child pornography and sex tourism are 
signifi cant. Besides using pornographic images to share 
experiences, perpetrators also use them to groom vic-
tims and then to blackmail them. The Protection Project 
estimates that child pornography is connected to 42 per-
cent of the child-sex tourism cases it documented dur-
ing a 2006 study. The International Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children reports that the victims in por-
nographic images are getting younger and younger. At 
the same time, the images are becoming more graphic 
and violent.3 

The lure of the Internet, with the potential for forming 
friendships in cyberspace and the artifi cial sense of inti-
macy born in chat rooms, makes young teenagers vul-
nerable to exploitation:

“Nok, an inquisitive teenage girl, joined an Internet chat 
room on the recommendation of a friend.” The conver-
sation in the chat room centered on sex. “Nok’s new 
chat room ‘friends’ suggested that she install a webcam 
to make their conversations more interesting.” This 
seemed like a harmless idea to Nok, who purchased 
and installed the webcam. But soon Nok was coaxed to 
strip in front of the webcam.

“The owner of the Internet site, who had seen the pic-
tures, invited her to his house.” Once there, the owner 
spiked Nok’s drink and raped her, simultaneously fi lm-
ing the abuse. Then the man threatened to put the fi lm 

on the Internet unless she continued to have sex with 
him as well as with other men and to strip on his pay-
per-view webcam site.4

The same elements of the world of cyberspace that make 
this technology such a revolution in how we process 
information are the ones that make it so easily twisted 
to the uses of unscrupulous traffi ckers. But there is a 
heightened element of danger in technology—unsus-
pecting children and teenagers can be easily lured into 
providing the images that pornographers need.

Children and young people represent one of the larg-
est categories of users of the new technologies. Because 
so many children have had access to the Internet, cell 
phones, webcams, and text messaging almost from the 
cradle, they are often more skilled in their uses than 
the adults who care for them. For many of our young 
people, these technologies form the framework for their 
social lives at home, in school, in cybercafés, and every-
where teenagers and children gather. In many countries 
where home computers are not common because the 
cost is prohibitive, children visit cybercafés to go online. 
These interactions are away from the supervision of car-
ing adults. In countries where teenagers routinely own 
cell phones, text messaging takes place outside of adult 
supervision. Teenagers can easily both take and trans-
mit images and access images from elsewhere. 

A recent study by the University of New Hampshire, 
published in the February 2007 issue of Pediatrics, found 
that 42 percent of Internet users aged ten to seventeen 
said they had seen pornographic images on the Internet 
over a recent twelve-month period. Of those, 66 percent 
said they had not sought out those images and did not 
want to view them. The study also found that one in 
seven had received an unwanted sexual solicitation or 
approach in the last year. More than one-third of the 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-old boys said they had vis-
ited X-rated sites in the last year.5

Aside from the easy access many children and youth 
have to X-rated material on the Internet, there are other 
real dangers associated with the Internet. Yet most chil-
dren and youth underestimate the dangers inherent in 
access to global technology. In its research ECPAT has 
found that most children feel safe in cyberspace. Very 
few understand the risk they take when they give out 
personal information on the Internet. In what seems to 
be an anonymous world, a false sense of intimacy can 
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be engendered with those a child knows only through 
seemingly casual interchanges of messages. But chil-
dren can be talked into meeting child abusers or por-
nographers. And once images are obtained, they can be 
downloaded or reproduced hundreds or thousands of 
times for years to come. Children who experience this 
kind of violation may not experience the devastating 
physical damage of an actual sexual assault, but the 
emotional and psychological wounds are profound. Vir-
tual traffi cking is already both enormously damaging to 
its victims and incredibly lucrative for its perpetrators, 
and it continues to grow. 

Responding
Like it or not, technology will continue to explode, 
enhancing communication in newer and better ways. 
We can embrace the possibilities newer forms of tech-
nology bring us, striving to use these forms to make our 
lives and the lives of others better. At the same time, we 
dare not turn a blind eye to how others whose motives 
are suspect are using technology for evil. And there’s 
a certain irony in the fact that porn-site architects have 
pioneered some innovative uses of technology. They 
were among the fi rst to perfect full-streaming video and 
audio on the Web and to persuade apprehensive con-
sumers to divulge credit card numbers to an unknown 
person on the Internet, an innovation that advanced e-
commerce immeasurably.6

Christians who care about children and young people 
may take steps to ensure that there are limits to their 
access to the Internet. Recent studies by the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation show that children and youth are piling 
up staggering amounts of screen time—that is, time 
spent on text messaging, computers, video games, and 
television—to the detriment of other activities like out-
door play, schoolwork, or time with the family. Because 
we live in a media world, many of us seem oblivious to 
its effect on our children. The violent images children 
are already exposed to have been shown to be damag-
ing to their development. But children and youth who 
are sophisticated in using the Internet may be only a 
few mouse clicks away from truly horrifi c pornographic 
images and to chat rooms where predators await.

Parents also need to monitor the chat rooms their young 
people are entering and to impress upon children and 
youth the dangers of sharing personal information via 

the Web. Parent should monitor as closely as possible 
technologies such as webcams, cell phones that access 
the Internet, and whatever new technology is waiting 
in the wings. 

A more sensitive issue to explore is that of adults who 
view pornographic images on the Internet. Because of 
the Internet’s anonymity, it might be easy to assume that 
it is relatively harmless to view pornographic images. 
Some adults who would recoil at the idea of viewing 
child pornography may consider the viewing of images 
of adult men and women with sexual content as harm-
less. But for every site disseminating images, there may 
be real women and men being victimized. There are 
traffi ckers and pornographers making huge profi ts by 
exploiting human misery. And there are adults whose 
perceptions about sexuality are being shaped by the 
assumption that sex is a commodity to be marketed. 
What seems like a relatively harmless act is inextricably 
bound to an industry that preys on women and vulner-
able children. It is only the perpetrator who benefi ts by 
reaping huge profi ts. 

ECPAT International, a network of child-protection agen-
cies working against child prostitution, pornography, 
and traffi cking, is at the forefront of the push for greater 
research, recognition, and action on the issue of violence 
against children in cyberspace. ECPAT calls for:

• The Information Technology (IT) industry to expand 
its self-regulation to prevent harm and violence and 
harm to children;

• Children as users to learn how to play a prominent 
role in counteracting violence in cyberspace;

• Governments to put in place laws and training 
that respond to the realities of Internet child sexual 
abuse;

Children can be talked into 
meeting child abusers or 
pornographers.
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• A monitoring structure to ensure the implementation 
of the recommendations of the U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al’s Global Study on Violence Against Children.7

At a regional consultation in East Asia and the Pacifi c, 
adults and children met to discuss how children experi-
ence violence in a variety of settings, including cyber-
space. Children who were part of the consultation 
expressed the belief that while all children are vulner-
able, those who are in economically or socially diffi cult 
situations, those who have already been sexually abused, 
and those who feel lonely and alienated are at particu-
lar risk. They recommended improved child-protection 
policies for the Internet, as well as improved funding for 
hotlines, monitoring, and awareness raising about the 
dangers of cyberspace. Equally important was the rec-
ommendation that there be psychological resources for 
those who have already been exploited.8 These recom-
mendations, although specifi c to the East Asian context, 
would apply equally well to the American situation. 

Conclusion
Human traffi cking has been rightly called a form of 
modern-day slavery. For women and children, all forms 
of traffi cking carry with them the risk of sexual abuse, 
but traffi cking for the purpose of sexual exploitation can 
truly be named as an ultimate evil. The global economy 
has magnifi ed the possibilities for traffi ckers to make 
huge profi ts at the same time as it has magnifi ed the 
suffering of its victims. Traffi cking is built on the foun-
dation of historical and traditional attitudes and reali-
ties about the lives of women. The imbalance of power 
because of gender discrimination continues to render 
them and their children vulnerable. 

At the same time, the reach of the traffi ckers is being 
expanded and enhanced by the new technologies, those 
that have the potential to make life better for us all. The 
combination of rigid gender attitudes, global poverty, 
and technological expertise make this new form of slav-
ery a real threat to us and to all women and children.

Any approach to combating sex traffi cking must take 
into account both the supply side (the traffi ckers) and 
the demand side (buyers of sexual services). On the 
supply side, attention must be given not only to those 
who reap huge profi ts from human suffering but also to 
the conditions that make women and children vulner-

able to exploitation by traffi cking. On the demand side, 
law enforcement and governments must be willing to 
vigorously prosecute traffi ckers and their cohorts, fi ght 
the corruption that allows the trade to fl ourish, identify 
trade routes, clarify defi nitions of traffi cking, and train 
personnel to identify victims and direct them to help. 

The “Traffi cking in Persons Report” emphasizes that the 
“three Ps”—prosecution, protection, and prevention—
are key to eliminating the problem of sex traffi cking. 
These elements place the emphasis on traffi ckers and 
the consumers of sex traffi cking, where the emphasis 
rightly belongs. But at the same time, we cannot afford 
to ignore those who are victimized by the traffi ckers. 
The “three Rs”—rescue, rehabilitation, and reintegra-
tion—also deserve our best efforts.9 Only by addressing 
both the issue of traffi cking and those whose lives are 
being destroyed by it can we make a real impact on this 
problem. If we hope to eliminate modern-day slavery in 
our time, we must act—and act now.

About the Writer
Martha Bettis-Gee is associate for child advocacy in the Presbyte-
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Endnotes
1. Anonymous, What Everyone Needs to Know About Sex Addic-
tion (Minneapolis: CompCare, 1989), 3. As referenced in the 
study paper by Barbara Barkley, “Sisters of Mercy, Daughters 
of Grace: Presbyterians and Prostituted Women,” 7; available 
through Presbyterian Distribution Services, item 095814.

2. U.S. Department of Justice, Child Exploitation and Obscen-
ity Section, http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/ceos/childporn
.html.

3. U.S. Department of State, “Traffi cking in Persons Report,” 
June 12, 2007, 26. Accessed at http://www.state.gov/g/
tip/rls/tiprpt/2007/.

4. “Violence Against Children” newsletter, “United Nations 
Global Study on Violence Against Children,” 1, http://www
.unicef.org/eapro/VAC_newsletter_04Cyber.pdf.

5. CBS News, “Study: Children Bombarded with Online Porn,” 
February 5, 2007. Accessed at http://www.cbsnews.com/
stories/2007/02/05/tech/main2431433.shtml. 

6. “The Architects of Porn,” VARBusiness, April 28, 2000. As 
cited at http://www.wisechoice.net/porn-statistics/.

7. “Violence Against Children” newsletter, 2.

8. Ibid.

9. “Traffi cking in Persons Report,” 6.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads true
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 12.002400
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


